f IL.I.LS  oi ECL/YYCLL,   Yeronica agrestis L.

355. Field Speedwell, Veronica ogre$t/s L. (X i); a much
branched annual with procumbent or prostrate stems up to ;
foot or so long and slightly hairy all around; lower leave
(A, X 0) opposite, gradually becoming alternate upwards, ovate
abruptly narrowed into a broad short stalk, crenate-dcntate
glabrous or very slightly hairy, with about 3 pairs of latera
nerves; flowers axillary sometimes only 1 to each pair of leave?
(when opposite), the rather long stalk recurving in fruit; sepals
(B, X 3) leafy, longer than the corolla, pubescent; coroll^
(C, X 3) milky-white with a bluish tinge and marked with

convergent lines serving as nectar-guides; stamens 2, inserted
near the base of the tube; anthers ovoid; ovary minutely hairy,
with a slender style and capitate stigma; capsule (D, X li) com-
pressed, deeply notched, thinly pubescent; seeds (E, X 5) grub-
like, i.e. with wrinkled beady margins and scooped out in the
middle (family Scrophulariaceae).

Nectar is secreted in a fleshy disk below the ovary and covered
by hairs lining the tube of the corolla. During dull weather the
lowers open less widely, so that the anthers and stigma lie in
rontact, automatic pollination being effective.

This is a common weed in waste and cultivated places, and it
lowers during the whole season. The seeds are very remarkable,
und are shown in fig. E.